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out the habit of clubbing together anjl
facts, and feeling duty in a cautious, con-
sultative, experimental way, English liberties
forfeit their practical value ; as we see when
they* are extended to a volatile histrionic tf
peddle like the Irish, or when a jury in
France, instead of pronouncing simply on
matters of fact and the credibility of wit-
nesses, rushes in the heat of its patriotism
to carry out, by its verdict, some political
policy.

The practice of English liberty presupposes
two things : that all concerned are funda-
mentally unanimous, and that each has a
plastic nature, which he is willing to modify.
If fundamental unanimity is lacking and all
are not making in the same general direction,
there can be no honest co-operation, no
satisfying compromise. Every concession,
under such circumstances, would be a
temporary one, to be retracted at the first
favourable moment; it would amount to
a mutilation of one's essential nature, a
partial surrender of life, liberty, and happi-
ness, tolerable for a time, perhaps, as the
lesser of two evils, but involving a perpetual
sullen opposition and hatred. To put things